Quick Facts on Metis Land Claims in Manitoba

Some people believe that the 1,400,000 acres dfdah aside for the children of Metis
families under Section 31 of thdanitoba Act was a huge amount of land. However,
when one considers that the Metis made up 82.25Manitoba’s population (Census of

December 1870) this amount (one-seventh) was nge.laln fact, the Canadian

government was soon giving out free land by théuliso the Hudson’s Bay Company,

the soldiers of the Red River Expeditionary Fotbe, school system, the railways, the
Icelandic settlers and the Mennonite settlers. Mdgthese entities received patents to
their land long before the Metis. This was due he fact that the government was
throwing up a series of legal and administrativadiwocks so the Metis were denied
patent to their lands.

May 2nd 1670, Charles Il of England grants Rupédréisd to the HBC. =
1,244,160 sq. km.

Hudson’s Bay Co. grant to the Earl of Selkirk inl1§116,000 square miles) =
74, 240,000 acres

Boundary between Canada and the United Statesiis $818 at the 49th parallel
(across the prairies).

The “Postage Stamp” Province of Manitoba was cceatd 870 = 8,320,000
acres

TheManitoba Actset the Manitoba boundaries as commencing at time wbere
the meridian of 96° west longitude (passing neait®mouth) intersects the 49°
parallel, then west along the®parallel to the meridian of 99° west longitude
(passing just west of Portage la Prairie), thethntar the intersection of 99° west
with the parallel of 50° 30’ north latitude therse#o the meridian of 96° west
longitude.

1870:The Manitoba Acand the Metis settlement scheme to fulfill promisexle to the
Metis; as can be seen the government was slow ke g@od on the promises:

Metis Children’s Grants

1877: First patent issued.

1881: Half of patents issued.

1890: Last patent issued.

1919: Last supplementary scrip issued.

Metis Parents Scrip

1876: First scrip issued.
1876: Half of scrip issued.
1907: Last scrip issued.



Existing River Lot Titles Confirmed
1874: First patent issued

1881: Half of patents issued.
1929: Last patent issued.

Hay Land Confirmation and Compensation
1876: First scrip issued.

1882: Half of scrip issued.

1918: Last scrip issued.

1877: First patent issued.

1881: Half of patents issued.

1927: Last patent issued.

Dominion Lands Act Provisions for Land Distribution:
April 14, 1872, thddominion Lands Actvas proclaimed.
In this Act land reserved for the Hudson’s Bay iS@emembered in Sections 17 to 21:

Whereas by article five of the terms and conditiorthie surrender from the Hudson’s
Bay Company to the Crown, the said Company isledtib one-twentieth of the lands
surveyed into townships in a certain portion of theitory surrendered, described and
designated as the “Fertile Belt”:

And whereas it is found by computation that the saie-twentieth will be exactly met, by
allotting in every fifth township two whole secsanf six hundred and forty acres each,
and in all other townships one section and threartgrs of a section each...

One twentieth of total in the “postage stamp” Pnoei for HBC = 416, 000 acres
Section 22 of th®ominion Lands Acset aside land for public schools:

And whereas it is expedient to make provision thadieducation in Manitoba and the
North-West Territories, therefore sections eleved @venty-nine in each and every
surveyed township throughout the extent of the DimmiLands, shall be and are hereby
set apart as an endowment for purposes of education

Sections 23 to 28 of tHeominion Lands Aatnade provision for the British and
Canadian soldiers sent to Manitoba on Februaryl810 as the Red River Expeditionary
Force.

Section 27 reads:
And whereas by order to the Governor-in-Counciteda25 April, 1871, it is declared

that, — The officers and soldiers of the 1st ordfintand 2nd or Quebec Battalion of
Rifles, then stationed in Manitoba, whether in d$kevice or depdt companies, and not



having been dismissed therefrom, should be entiledfree grant of land without actual
residence, of one quarter section, — such grahergby confirmed, and the Minister of
Militia and Defence is hereby authorized and reqdito issue the necessary warrants
therefore accordingly: ...

Boundary Changes and Other Land Grants:

East Mennonite Reserve in Manitoba on July 31, £87184,320 acres
Mennonite financial grant of $100,000.00 establishe

New Iceland Reserve created just north of ManiialdB75 = 207,360 acres
West Mennonite Reserve created in 1876 (move dtart&875) = 391,680 acres

1881: the boundary of Manitoba is set to 52° 5@apal in the north (just south
of Grand Rapids), west to present day Saskatchéar?29th range of
townships), and east into present day Ontario inafrthe Albany River this was
east of the 9D latitude). South of this the Ontario/Manitoba boary was still in
dispute. This expanded the area of the provind&8;327 square kilometers.

CPR land grants (alternating sections within 24emdn either side of the
railway)' Manitoba and NWT = 25, 000,000 acres

CPR Financial grant = $25,000,000.00. Additiondiyd grants to the CPR were
to be free from taxation for 20 years or until sdtdoperties used for railway
purposes were to be free of taxation forever. ImWieg the CPR paid no
municipal property tax at all until 1954. In thatay it made an agreement with
the city to pay $250,000 in lieu of taxes. In 186bill was passed in the
Manitoba Legislature to tax CPR property, but e#@uced assessment. The
reduction was 50% until 1972, 40% until 1980, anas until the full rate of
taxes will be paid in 2005.

Canadian Pacific Souris Branch land grant = 1,4D8atres

Canadian Pacific Pipestone extension to Sourisd@ran200,320 acres

Winnipeg and Hudson’s Bay Railway and Steamshipl&a grants (1884-85)
0 Beaver to Gladstone and Sifton to Mb. Border = &,000 acres

Provincial boundary to Erwood Sk. & from Erwood thor 1,186,048
acres

! See James B. Hedgde Federal Railway Land Subsidy Policy of Canafambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1934. Also see Robert Chodbg, CPR: A Century of Corporate Welfafieronto:
James Lewis & Samuel, Publishers, 1973.



Lake Manitoba Railway and Canal Co. land grantad&ione to Winnipegosis =
98,000 acres

Manitoba and South-Eastern Railway land grantsB&tiface to US border =
680,320 acres.

Manitoba and South-Western Colonization Railwayllgrant (1879) =
1,396,800 acres

Westbourne and North-West Rail land grant (1882)591,376 acres

Canadian Northern Railway, includes: Winnipeg Gidatthern Rail Co.
Lake Manitoba Rail and Canal Co., Manitoba and B&astern Co. = 4,001,729
acres.

1889 Canada (Ontario) Boundary Act sets the noteve boundary of
Ontario/Manitoba just west of Lake of the Woods atwout 95th latitude.

Saskatchewan and Western Railway: This railwaytcoci®d only
15 miles of track in 1901, from Minnedosa to Ra@ity. In return they received
a land grant of: = 98,880 acres.

The grants to the Manitoba Railway companies werkaige many of them had to take
their land allotments in Alberta as there was naer@rown land available in Manitoba
or Saskatchewan. May 15, 1912 was the date of itted é€xtension of Manitoba’'s

boundaries. This added 458,291 square kilometerhdoprovince and increased the
population by 6,000. The western boundary was eegmp to the 60° north latitude and
the eastern boundary to the point at which thev@®st longitude cut the shore of Hudson

Bay.
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